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The Negro (1915) by W.E.B du Bois
W.E.B du Bois remains as one of the greatest early contributors in the fight for achieving equality and civil rights for all within America. In the same sense, WEB du Bois has immensely contributed towards shaping black consciousness through his commitment of foreseeing that racial justice is upheld. Du Bois’ manner of expressing the above was through his ideologies and language which he used in hammering out strategies that promoted political equality, while in the same sense echoing the black man’s experience soon after slavery as in the American context. 
In one of his books, “The Negro (1915), as will be previewed below, discusses into details the contribution of the black man both in a materialistic manner as delineated by the capitalistic America today and on the black man’s contribution during the civil war. Also significant to note, Du Bois advances on the issue of segregation based on class rather than on race, which is also exemplified in today’s society (W.E.B. Du Bois, 2018). Below is an analytical highlight of some of the takeaways from the book. 
The passage of the 13th Amendment in the year 1865 foresaw an end to the almost century long slavery that characterized America. This was a sigh of relief for the black populations that worked in plantations in the South. However, the end of slavery was just a stepping stone. This is due to the social injustice and hurdles that the black people faced in the hand of the white majority America (W.E.B. Du Bois, 2018). Acclimatized by this, there was a rigor to have a way through which the black people could receive justice as provided by the 


activism movements that sought to echo the needs of the black community. One of the movements that cropped arising from this period is Pan-Africanism. 
One of the biggest influences of the beginning of movements such as Pan-Africanism is the Atlanta compromise speech on race relations by Booker T. Washington. Some of the proposition from his speech was the advance for vocational education with the view of providing black people with economic security in comparison to the provision of social advantages, political office or higher education (Gavins, 1895).  Correspondingly, the speech sought for the white community to improve the economic and social conditions of everybody within the country regardless of their skin color. 
In the above advance, Du Bois too tackles the issue of segregation through his assertion of double consciousness which is an expression of the sensation or the feel that one’s identity has been separated into several parts, thus making it difficult to have a unified identity (Schneider, 2010). “The Negro” explores how race relations in the context of the United States have mainly been terse to the black community. In this regard, he expressed the repression and devaluation that the blacks have faced, a factor that makes it difficult for the black people to unify their identity in concert with their American one (W.E.B. Du Bois, 2018). Furthermore, there is an elicitation of prejudice over the black people by the whites a factor that provokes self-disparagement, lowered ideals, and self-questioning among the black community. 
In the above regard, Du Bois explores further explores social problems that the black man 


further faces while in the same regard addressing the element of conflict that the black man finds entangled in foreseeing that they cannot reconcile the fact that they are black and citizens of a country that does not appreciate them. With respect to airing some of these problems, Du Bois advances social constructs aimed at making the black man aware of themselves, and in this light falter feeling of self-condescension. All of these constructs amongst other advances by political elites during this period by influencers such as Jomo Kenyatta, Kwame Nkrumah, and Marcus Garvey are what make up Pan-Africanism (EFRAT, 2008).
    WEB Du Bois was significant in advancing this construct of Pan-Africanism. As showcased in his book “The Negro” (1915), the construct highlighted on the need for Africans, or people of this descent around the world to unite, and strengthen themselves with the view of uniting Africans, while in the same light fight against division along lines of class (EFRAT, 2008). In “The Negro”, Du Bois challenges the fact that the rich have sidelined the poor owing to materialism. He highlights this as in the case of factory workers and the need to pay high taxes yet they worked for the growth of the American economy (W.E.B. Du Bois, 2018). In the same regard, Du Bois questions why the black community has to be demeaned by the whites yet they worked in the plantations and factories for the growth of the same country that they are facing social injustices.
While forming the stepping stone for Pan-Africanism, “The Negro” (1915) is a must read book in the light of challenging today’s society that has mainly sidelined people based on materialistic wealth. Also, it is of historical significance in the tackle of racism which still continues till date in America. 
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